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VFRSION OF AMENDMFNTS W ITH MARKINGS K) SHOW CHANdLiS: 

IN rm; drawings: 

Please appro\e the proposed draw ing correction to Figure 2b as shown in red on the 
attached sheet. 

IN Till: SPIZCIFICATIQN: 

On page 8. line 5, please delete "57" and replace with 


On page 8. line 5. please delete "58" and replace with 

- - 64 - 

On page 8, line 6, please delete "60" and replace with 

- - 65 - -. 

On page 8. line 6, please delete "61" and replace with 

- - 66 - 

On page 1 K line 13, please delete "360 degree radius" and replace with 

- - circumference - 

IN TFIE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Amended) An apparatus for holding paint comprising: 

a. one or more paint storage compartments for storing paint ha\'ing a front, a back, a 


- - 63 - -. 


first side, a second side and a base: 


c. 


b. 


a frame configured for holding the paint storage compartments: and 

means for dispensing removeably coupled to the paint storage compartments for 

dispensing paint from the paint storage compartments. 


(Amended) The apparatus for holding paint as claimed in claim 1 further comprising: 

a. a lid for seleclixely cox ering the paint storage compartment: and 

b. means for stirring removeably coupled to the lid for stirring the paint stored in the 


paint storage compartment when the [airtight] lid is co\ ering the paint storage 


compartment. 
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1 6. (Amended) A reusable paint container comprising: 

a. a paint compartment for storing paint: 

b. a body configured for holding the paint compartment ha\'ing a front, a back, a tlrst 
side and a second side: 

c. a lid remo\'eabh' coupled to the paint compartment having an outer side, an inner 
opposite side and a small aperture located through the [airtight] lid from the outer 
side to the inner opposite side: 

d. a stirring mechanism remo\'eabl\' coupled to the outer side of the lid having an 
integrally formed rod located at a central axis of the stirring mechanism, w herein 
the rod is positioned through the small aperture in the lid to extend into the paint 
compartment when the lid is positioned over the paint compartment: and 

e. a fan apparatus remox eably coupled to the rod of the stirring mechanism on the 
inner opposite side of the lid. 

1 7. (Amended) The reusable paint container as claimed in claim 1 6 wherein the bod\ 
includes a plurality of mounting slots located on the back for mounting the (main) body to a wall. 

22. (Amended) A reusable paint container comprising: 

a. a body having a first side and a second side, wherein the bodv is configured for 
holding paint within one or more integral paint compartments each ha\'ing a front, 
a back, a first side and a second side: 

b. a lid remo\'eably coupled to the paint compartments ha\ ing an outer side, an inner 
opposite side and a small aperture located through the [airtight | lid from the outer 
side to the inner opposite side; 

c. a stirring mechanism removeably coupled to the outer side of the lid hax ing an 
integrally formed rod located at a central axis of the stirring mechanism, wherein 
the rod is positioned through the small aperture in the lid to extend into a 
corresponding paint compartment when the lid is positioned o\ er the 
corresponding paint compartment: and 

d. a fan apparatus remo\ eably coupled to the rod of the stirring mechanism on the 
inner opposite side of the lid. 
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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request further examination and reconsideration in \ iew of the 
amendments made abo\'e and comments set forth fully below. Within the Office Action, all of 
the Claims 1-28 were rejected. Claims 1-28 still remain pending. 

Objections to the Drawings 

Within the Office Action, the drawings have been objected to as failing to compl\ with 
37 Cl-R 1.84(p)(4). By the abo\'e amendment. Figure 2b has been amended. 

Objections to the Specifications 

Within the Office Action, the disclosure is objected to because of the improper use of 
reference characters as described with regard to the drawings. The specification has been 
amended to correspond to the amended drawings. 

Within the Office Action, it is also stated that the phrase "360 degree radius" should read 
- - circumference - -. This change has also been made in the above amendment per the 
Hxaminer's suggestion. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 112 

Claims 1-6 and 16-28 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
the Applicant regards as the invention. As a result, the Applicant respcctfull\ submits amended 
Claims 1.5, 16, 17, and 22. Accordingly, the Applicant respectfully submits that Claims 1-6 and 
16-28 do now particularly point out and distinctly claim the present invention and. therefore, are 
no longer indefinite. As such, the Hxaminer's fa\'orable consideration of Claims 1-6 and 16-28 is 
requested. 

Rejections Under 35 I .S.C. S 102 

Claims 1-18 and 22-25 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by I 'S Patent No. 2,802,649 to Stockton (hereinafter "Stockton"). 1 he Applicant respectfull\ 
disagrees with the Itxaminer. 

Stockton teaches a paint mixing apparatus to keep a can of paint in mixed condition until 
use. and a de\'ice which w ill maintain a pluralit\ of cans of paint of \ arious colors in mixed 
condition in a paint shop. (Stockton. Column 1. lines 15-18). SpecificalU . Stockton leaches a 
mixing machine comprised of a pluralit) of spaced horizontally disposed sheh es coupled to a 
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paint can. Stockton docs not teach a frame or a bod\ configured for holding one or more paint 
storage compartments. In fact. Stockton teaches away trom using either a frame or bod\ 
configured for holding one or more paint storage compartments, f urther. Stockton teaches a 
paint can (50) coupled to a closure (40). wherein the paint can is comprised of 3 sides: a top. a 
bottom, an inner side. Stockton does not teach one or more paint storage compartments for 
storing paint having at least a front, a back, a first side, a second side and a base. Moreo\ er. 
Stockton teaches a pour spoul (45,46) that is penmmeutly attached to the top closure (40). 
(Stockton, Column 3, lines 46-48). Stockton does not leach a dispensing means that is 
remoYcahly coupled to a paint storage compartment. Additionally. Stockton teaches a paddle (13) 
mounted on a shaft (14) coupled to the closure (40) by means of a boss (44). (Stockton. Column 
3, lines 27-32). Therefore, Stockton teaches a shaft (13) coupled to a closure (40), by an 
independent non-removeable means. Stockton does not teach a stirring means rcnioveah/y 
coupled to a lid. Further. Stockton does not teach a fan apparatus removeahly coupled to a rod. 
As such, the teachings of Stockton do not anticipate the present invention. 

In contrast to the teachings of Stockton, the present invention is directed towards a 
mountable reusable paint container including one or more separate storage compartments formed 
in downward sloping configuration with each compartment having a spigot coupled to the base 
for dispensing the stored paint. (Abstract). In one aspect of the present invention, a frame is 
configured for holding the paint storage compartment. (Specification, page 3, line 22). In another 
aspect of the present in\ ention. a body is configured for holding the paint compartment. 
(Specification, page 4, line 7). Moreo\er, the present in\ention specifies a means for dispensing 
removeably coupled to the paint storage compartment. (Specification, page 2, lines 1 8-1^)). 
Further, the present invention specifies a stirring mechanism theit is removeabh coupled to the 
paint storage compartments. (Specification, page 4. lines 10-1 1). Additionalh , the present 
invention specifies a fan apparatus that is remo\'eabl\ coupled to the rod of the stirring 
mechanism. (Specification, page 4. line 14). As discussed abo\'e, Stockton does not teach a 
mountable reusable paint container including one or more separate storage compartments formed 
in downward sloping configuration with each compartment having a spigot coupled to the base 
for dispensing the stored paint. 

The independent Claim 1 is directed towards an apparatus for holding paint comprising 
one or more paint storage compartments for storing paint ha\ ing a front, a back, a first side, a 
second side and a base, a frame configured for holding the paint storage compartments, and 
means for dispensing remo\eabl\' coupled to the paint storage compartments for dispensing paint 
from the paint storage compartments. As discussed abo\e. Stockton does not specify one or more 
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paint storage compartments for storing paint ha\ ing a tront. a back, a first side, a second side and 
a base. I'urthermore. Stockton does not specify a frame configured for holding the paint storage 
compartments. Stockton also does not specify a means tor dispensing removeahly coupled to the 
paint storage compartments for dispensing paint from the paint storage compartments. l"or at 
least these reasons, the independent Claim 1 is allowable o\ er the teachings of Stockton. 

Claims 2-6 are dependent on the independent C laim 1 . As discussed abo\ e. the 
independent Claim 1 is allowable o\ er the teachings of Stockton. Accordingly, the dependent 
Claims 2-6 are allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

The independent Claim 7 is directed towards an apparatus for storing paint comprising a 
paint storage compartment for storing paint ha\ ing a front, a back, a first side, a second side and 
a base, a frame configured for holding the paint storage compartment, a lid for covering the paint 
storage compartment, and a stirring assembly removeably coupled to the lid for stirring the paint 
stored in the paint storage compartment when the lid is covering the paint storage compartment. 
As discussed above, Stockton does not teach a paint storage compartment for storing paint 
having a front, a back, a first side, a second side and a base. Moreo\ er. Stockton does not teach a 
frame configured for holding the paint storage compartment. l\irthermore. Stockton does not 
teach a stirring assembly removeahly coupled to the lid for stirring the paint stored in the paint 
storage compartment when the lid is covering the paint storage compartment, for at least these 
reasons. Claim 7 is allowable over the teachings of Stockton. 

Claims 8-10 are dependent on the independent Claim 7. As discussed abo\ e, the 
independent Claim 7 is allowable o\ er the teachings of Stockton. Accordingly, the dependent 
Claims 8-10 are allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

The independent Claim 1 1 is directed towards an apparatus for storing paint comprising a 
paint storage compartment for storing paint having a front, a back, a first side, a second side and 
a base, a frame configured for holding the paint storage compartment, a dispensing mechanism 
removeably coupled to the paint storage compartment for dispensing paint from the paint storage 
compartment, a lid for co\ ering the paint storage compartment, and a stirring assembl} 
remo\eably coupled to the lid for stirring the paint stored in the paint storage compartment. As 
discussed above. Stockton does not teach a paint storage compartment for storing paint ha\ ing a 
front, a back, a first side, a second side and a base. Moreo\ er. Stockton does not teach a frame 
configured for holding the paint storage compartment, f urthermore. Stockton does not teach a 
stirring assembly removeahly coupled to the lid tor stirring the paint stored in the paint storage 
compartment when the lid is covering the paint storage compartment. Stockton also does not 
teach a dispensing mechanism removeahly coupled to the paint storage compartment for 
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dispensing paint from the paint storage compartment. lH)r at least these reasons. Claim 1 1 is 
allow able over the teachings of Stockton. 

Claims 12-15 are dependent on the independent Claim 1 1. As discussed above, the 
independent Claim 1 1 is allowable over the teachings of Stockton. According!} , the dependent 
Claims 12-15 are allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

[ he independent Claim 16 is directed towards a reusable paint container comprising a 
paint compartment for storing paint, a body configured for holding the paint compartment ha\ ing 
a front, a back, a first side, a second side, a lid remo\ eably coupled to the paint compartment 
having an outer side, an inner opposite side and a small aperture located through the lid from the 
outer side to the inner opposite side, a stirring mechanism removeably coupled to the outer side 
of the lid, and a fan apparatus removeably coupled to the rod of the stirring mechanism. As 
discussed above, Stockton does not teach a reusable paint container comprising a paint 
compartment for storing paint having a front, a back, a first side, a second side. Moreo\ er. 
Stockton only specifies one paint container. Thus, unlike the current in\ ention which is 
comprised of a hociy and a paint compartment. Stockton does not teach a bod\ configured lor 
holding the paint compartment having a front, a back, a first side and a second side, f urther. 
Stockton does not teach a fan apparatus removeably coupled to the rod of the stirring mechanism. 
For at least these reasons. Claim 16 is allowable over the teachings of Stockton. 

Claims 17-18 are dependent on the independent Claim 16. As discussed abo\'e, the 
independent Claim 16 is allowable o\ er the teachings of Stockton. Accordingly, the dependent 
Claims 17-18 are allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

The independent Claim 22 is directed towards a reusable paint container comprising a 
bod\ having a first side and a second side, wherein the body is configured for holding paint 
within one or more integral paint compartments having a front, a back, a first side, a second side, 
a lid remox eably coupled to the paint compartments having an outer side, an inner opposite side 
and a small aperture located through the lid from the outer side to the inner opposite side, a 
stirring mechanism removeably coupled to the outer side of the lid, and a fan apparatus 
removeably coupled to the rod of the stirring mechanism. As discussed above. Stockton does not 
teach a reusable paint container comprising a body ha\ ing a first side and a second side, wherein 
the body is configured for holding paint within one or more integral paint compartments ha\ ing a 
front, a back, a first side, a second side. Moreo\ er, Stockton does not teach a bod> ha\ ing a first 
side and second side, wherein the bod> is configured for holding paint within one or more 
integral paint compartments. Further. Stockton does not teach a stirring mechanism removeahly 
coupled to the outer side of the lid. Stockton also does not teach a fan apparatus removeahly 
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coupled to the rod of the stirring mechanism. For at least these reasons. Claim 22 is allowable 
o\ er the teachings ot Stockton. 

Claims 23-25 are dependent on the independent Claim 22. As discussed abo\ e. the 
independent Claim 22 is allowable o\ er the teachings of Stockton. According!} . the dependent 
Claims 23-25 are allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

Claims 22, 23 and 25 ha\e been rejected under 35 IhS.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 2.269.736 to Rogers (hereinafter "Rogers"). The Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

Rogers teaches a dispensing device for dispensing liquids from a paint can. such as 
paints, and an effective stirring means by which the liquid in the container may be effecli\'el\ 
stirred and the ingredients therein mixed together. (Rogers, Column 1. lines 1-21 ). SpecificalK . 
Rogers teaches a dex ice coupled to the lid of a paint can by means of a suitable bolt (25). 
(Rogers. Column 2. line 1 1 ). The paint can (6) described and illustrated in Rogers has a circular 
cross-sectional area, and is comprised of only three sides; a top. a bottom and an inner side. 
(Rogers, Figs 1-2). Rogers does not teach one or more paint storage compartments for storing 
paint having at least a front, a back, a first side, a second side and a base. Accordingly, the paint 
can (6) described in Rogers is inherently distinct to the reusable paint container in the present 
invention. Moreover, Rogers only specifies one body, the paint can (6) for holding paint. Rogers 
does not specify a second body for holding the paint can itself In fact. Rogers teaches away from 
a body or frame configured for holding one or more paint compartments, f urther. Rogers 
specifies a bearing (13) for a shaft (14) coupled to strengthening ribs ( 10. 12). (Rogers. Column 
1. lines 46 - 47). Rogers does not teach a stirring mechanism removeahly coupled to the outer 
side of the lid. Moreover, Rogers specifies cotter pins (36. 37) for holding the slee\es (34. 35) 
coupled to extending blades (38. 39. 40, 41 ) in spaced positions on the shaft ( 14). (Rogers. 
Column 2, lines 35 - 44). Rogers does not teach a fan apparatus j'cmovcahly coupled to the rod of 
the stirring mechanism. As such, the teachings of Rogers do not anticipate the present in\ ention. 

In contrast to the teachings of Rogers, the present inx ention is directed tow ards a 
mountable reusable paint container including one or more separate storage compartments formed 
in downward sloping configuration w ith each compartment ha\ ing a spigot coupled to the base 
for dispensing the stored paint. (Abstract). In one aspect of the present inxention. a frame is 
configured for holding the paint storage compartment. (Specification, page 3, line 22). In another 
aspect of the present in\'ention. a bod\ is configured for holding the paint compartment. 
(Specification, page 4. line 7). Moreo\er. the present in\ention specifies a means for dispensing 
removeably coupled to the paint storage compartment. (Specification, page 2, lines 18-19). 
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Further, the present invention specifies a stirring mechanism that is removeably coupled to the 
paint storage compartments. (Specification, page 4, Hnes 10-11). Additionalh . the present 
invention specifies a fan apparatus that is removeably coupled to the rod of the stirring 
mechanism. (Specification, page 4, line 14). As discussed above. Rogers does not teach a 
mountable reusable paint container including one or more separate storage compartments formed 
in downward sloping configuration with each compartment having a spigot coupled to the base 
for dispensing the stored paint. 

The independent Claim 22 is directed towards a reusable paint container comprising a 
body having a first side and a second side, wherein the body is configured for holding paint 
within one or more integral paint compartments having a front, a back, a first side, a second side, 
a lid removeably coupled to the paint compartments having an outer side, an inner opposite side 
and a small aperture located through the lid from the outer side to the inner opposite side, a 
stirring mechanism remov eably coupled to the outer side of the lid. and a fan apparatus 
removeably coupled to the rod of the stirring mechanism. As discussed abov e. Rogers does not 
teaach a reusable paint container comprising a body having a first side and a second side, 
wherein the body is configured for holding paint within one or more integral paint compartments 
having a front, a back, a first side, a second side. Moreover. Rogers does not teach a body hav ing 
a first side and second side, wherein the body is configured for holding paint within one or more 
integral paint compartments. l\irther. Rogers does not teach a stirring mechanism rcmoveahly 
coupled to the outer side of the lid. Rogers also does not teach a fan apparatus renioveah/y 
coupled to the rod of the stirring mechanism. For at least these reasons, the independent Claim 
22 is allowable ov er the teachings of Rogers. 

Claims 23 and 25 are dependent on the independent Claim 22. As discussed above, the 
independent Claim 22 is allowable over the teachings of Rogers. Accordinglv', the dependent 
Claims 23 and 25 are allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C, 103 

Claims 19 and 26 have been rejected under 35 l ^S.C\ j:^ 103(a) as being unpatentable o\ er 
Stockton in v iew of liS Patent No. 5,400,916 to W eber (hereinafter 'AX eber'*). I he Applicant 
respectfully disagrees with the l:\aminer. Claims 19 and 26 are dependent on the independent 
Claims 16 and 22, respectiv elv . As discussed abov e, the independent Claims 16 and 22 are 
allowable over the teachings of Stockton. Accordingly, the dependent Claims 19 and 26 are 
allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 
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Claims 20 and 27 ha\c been rejected under 35 L\S.C. >^ 103(a) as being unpatentable o\er 
Stockton in \ ie\\ of W eber, and further in \ ie\v of US Patent No. 5.630.666 to Rodriguez 
(hereinafter "Rodriguez"). I he Applicant respectfull\ disagrees with the I:xaminer. Claims 20 
and 27 are dependent on the independent Claims 16 and 22, respectively. As discussed abo\e, the 
independent Claims 16 and 22 are allowable over the teachings of Stockton. Accordinglw the 
dependent Claims 20 and 27 are allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

Claims 21 and 28 have been rejected under 35 IJ.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable o\ er 
Stockton in view of US Patent No.6, 109,482 to Briggs (hereinafter "Briggs"). I he Applicant 
respectfully disagrees with the Examiner. Claims 21 and 28 are dependent on the independent 
Claims 16 and 22, respectively. As discussed above, the independent Claims 16 and 22 are 
allowable over the teachings of Stockton. Accordingly, the dependent Claims 21 and 28 are 
allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

Claim 26 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rogers 
in view of Weber. The Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Hxaminer. Claim 26 is 
dependent on the independent Claim 22. As discussed above, the independent Claim 22 is 
allowable over the teachings of Rogers. Accordingly, the dependent Claim 26 is allowable as 
being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

Claim 27 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rogers 
in view^ of Weber and further in view of Rodriguez, fhe Applicant respectfully disagrees w ith the 
Examiner. Claim 27 is dependent on the independent Claim 22. As discussed above, the 
independent Claim 22 is allowable over the teachings of Rogers. Accordingly, the dependent 
Claim 27 is allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

Claim 28 has been rejected under 35 ll.S.C. ^ 103(a) as being unpatentable o\er Rogers 
in view of Briggs. The Applicant respectfully disagrees with the I:\aminer. Claim 28 is 
dependent on the independent Claim 22. As discussed abo\'e. the independent Claim 22 is 
allowable o\ er the teachings of Rogers. Accordingly, the dependent Claim 28 is allowable as 
being dependent on an allowable base claim. 
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I'or the reasons gi\en aboxe. applicants respectfulK submit that the Claims 1-28 are now 
in a condition for allowance, and allowance at an early dale would be appreciated. Should the 
l Aaminer ha\e an\' questions or comments, they are encouraged to call the undersigned at (650) 
833-0160 to discuss the same so that any outstanding issues can be expeditiousK resoh ed. 

riespecttull) submitted. 
HAVIiRSTOCK & ()W1:NS LLP 


Dated: O.^i^ ZJ^ / By: f:^jL^ /C^^^IX^ 

Jonathan O. Owens 
Reg. No. 37.902 
Attorneys for Applicant(s) 
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